MEASURE FOR MEASURE
Bible and Arthurian story. I did not know that our modern
age was so proper. A Professor to-day cannot deliver a series
of lectures on "The Application of Thought to Textual
Criticism' without its being reported as The Application of
Thought to Sexual Criticism'. Yet this sex-obsessed age of ours
is too modest to endure the old story of the substituted bride.
I learnt at my Early Victorian mother's knee, how Jacob
served seven years for Rachel: cAnd it came to pass, that in the
morning, behold, it was Leah5,1 and Jacob had to serve another
seven years for his beloved. I did not exclaim: 'Oh, my mother,
you are lacerating my feelings with this remorseless revelation
of patriarchal polygamy.' A child could grasp the story of
Jacob's service for Rachel, which 'seemed unto him but a
few days, for the love he had to her'.
Sir Edmund Chambers is entitled to say that the story of
the substituted bride 'does not commend itself to the modern
conscience3. Jaques was entitled to say that he did not like
the name of Rosalind. And Orlando was entitled to say,
'There was no thought of pleasing you when she was christened'.
In the sixteenth century the story was a commonplace of
romance, and Shakespeare used it in order to make more
gentle one of the quite horrible situations of the pre-Shake-
spearean drama. There was a time when Shakespeare had
not shrunk from staging the grossest horrors. It is to avoid
them, that he now introduces the substitution which offends
cthe modern conscience'.
It may be objected that Shakespeare is cnot for an age, but
for all time', and that therefore he ought not to have con-
descended to use stories which, although current in his day,
and although he made them less horrible, nevertheless would
not appeal to future ages. But the great poets, Homer,
Aeschylus, Sophocles, Dante, Shakespeare, speak to all time
only through the language, conventions, and beliefs of their
own age. How else?
A second fault of the old play is the crudity of the change
from Cassandra's thirst for vengeance to her prayer for for-
giveness. Shakespeare had permitted himself similar crudities
1 Genesis xxix, 25.
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